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Abstract:

The relationship between natural disasters and communicable diseases is frequently misconstrued. The risk
for outbreaks is often presumed to be very high in the chaos that follows natural disasters, a fear likely
derived from a perceived association between dead bodies and epidemics. However, the risk factors for
outbreaks after disasters are associated primarily with population displacement. The availability of safe
water and sanitation facilities, the degree of crowding, the underlying health status of the population, and the
availability of healthcare services all interact within the context of the local disease ecology to influence the
risk for communicable diseases and death in the affected population. We outline the risk factors for
outbreaks after a disaster, review the communicable diseases likely to be important, and establish priorities
to address communicable diseases in disaster settings.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2725828   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Landslides

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease, Other Health Impact

Infectious Disease: Airborne Disease, Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, General Infectious Disease,

Author(s): Watson JT, Gayer M, Connolly MA
Year: 2007
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Vectorborne Disease

Airborne Disease: Meningitis

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Cholera, Leptospirosis

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease (other): Hepatitis A; Hepatitis E

Vectorborne Disease: Mosquito-borne Disease

Mosquito-borne Disease: Dengue, Malaria

Other Health Impact: tetanus

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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